


 
Rega
ND3 and ND5
MM phono cartridges
A Massive Increase in Performance

Listening to POCO's Legend always brings back many great memories 
because it was a big part of my record collection when my audiophile 
journey began, and Yacht Rock wasn't a thing yet. Whatever. It was the 
first record I played on my first Rega Planar 3 about 45-ish years ago, 
though. You can read my review of the current P3 here, with a nearly 
original Planar 3 added to the mix for comparison.

But But this isn't a P3 review. It's a Rega cartridge review—a moving-magnet 
cartridge review. In case you aren't familiar with Rega, it is an engineering-
based company that builds something and continually refines it. 

In this case, Rega's made a big leap in MM cartridge design with the new 
ND series. By using N55 neodymium magnets (Rega says these are the 
strongest available) and a 1275-turn coil of 38-micron wire, as opposed 
to 1800 turns of thicker wire in the Exact 2, we have some insight into 
tthe performance gains in the new ND5 series. A smaller amount of thinner 
wire means less moving mass and sharper dynamics. 
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